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PURCHASING MEMORANDUM

GENERAL INFORMATION BULLETIN
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PLEASE ADDRESS INQUIRIES TO:
Mark Milstein

Preferred Source Program

(518) 402-5005

mark.milstein@ogs.ny.gov

SUBJECT: New York State Preferred Source Program For People Who Are Blind Transition To
National Industries For The Blind (NIB)

TOALL STATE AGENCIES AND OTHERS AUTHORIZED TO USE STATE CONTRACTS:

Effective December 1, 2012, under the authority designated by the New York State Commission for the Blind
and Visually Handicapped (CBVH), the administration of the New York State Preferred Source Program for people
who are blind transitioned to National Industries for the Blind (NIB). NIB brings nearly 75 years of experience in
successfully managing a similar, nationwide purchasing program for the federal government.

The products available in the catalog will not change and the current prices for products and services will remain
the same. The catalog will continue to describe products required by law to be purchased under the New York State
Preferred Source Program. Please continue to use the same ordering process, and phone numbers you normally use to
order products. The Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) and NIB are committed to a seamless transition,
and will keep you informed throughout the process.

The link to frequently asked question and answers (FAQ’s) regarding the transition to (NIB) is available at;
https://www.ibnys.org/fag.asp

Preferred Source guidelines approved and issued by the New York State Procurement Council as well as a list of

Preferred Source offerings are available on the OGS website to assist in making such purchases. The following is a link
to the guidelines: http://www.o0gs.ny.gov/BU/PC/Preferred.asp
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